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 Unlike conventional subject tutors, 
the UConn tutors at Nathan Hale 
Homework Club assist the middle 
school students in completing home-
work in various subjects rather than in 
just one specific subject.  
 The Homework Club gives middle 
school students an opportunity to get 
their homework done with a tutor to 
help simplify concepts and help with 
difficult topics.  

 Expanding on an initiative that 
began in the past semester, I plan  
on incorporating a reward system  

P r o j e c t  A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n tP r o j e c t  A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n tP r o j e c t  A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n tP r o j e c t  A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n t     I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

O F F I C E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C HO F F I C E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C HO F F I C E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C HO F F I C E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C H     
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E CU N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E CU N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E CU N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U TT I C U TT I C U TT I C U T     

    

COMMUNITY UCONNECTIONS 

January/February 2009 Volume 6, Issue 3 

Please see, PAA, PAGE 2 

Call for ActionCall for ActionCall for ActionCall for Action    

 a weekly email bulletin,      

provides information on new 

service opportunities and   

related events occurring in 

the greater Storrs community.  

To subscribe, please visit our 

website at  

www.volunteer.uconn.eduwww.volunteer.uconn.eduwww.volunteer.uconn.eduwww.volunteer.uconn.edu 

C O N T R I B U T O R S :  

Ashley Cameron 

Caely Flynn 

Samantha Henry 

Marie Hoyt 

Ryan Matthews 

Madelyn Williams 

Helen Zincavage 

By Ashley Cameron and Caely Flynn  
CLAS ‘10 and CLAS ‘10 

 
This past semester, UConn has incor-

porated many activities into Project Aca-
demic Advancement, including UConn Club 
Baseball, the Benton Museum of Art and 
Trick-or-Treating in McMahon residence 
hall. 

Project Academic Advancement (PAA) 
is an afterschool tutoring program for K-8 
students based out of the West Ave Com-

munity Center in Willimantic.   
The mission of PAA is to provide the 

students with passionate UConn tutors that 
will help engage the children with the larger 
outside community.  Extra help in reading 
and writing is appreciated because the ma-
jority of the students use English as a sec-
ond language.   

This semester, UConn hopes to double 
the number of the tutors involved in order to 
provide a more one-on-one tutoring experi-
ence.   
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tions for snacks. Fridays are our fun days when the 
whole day is reserved for activities.  This is where we 
invite outside groups to the center to have 
fun with the kids. 

We are very excited for the changes to the pro-
gram and for the new semester! 

 
Ashley Cameron and Caely Flynn are the Program 

Directors for Project Academic Advancement. 
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 On January 19th a record num-
ber of Americans took part in the 
Martin Luther King Day of Service.  
Fueled by President Obama, this 
was the largest Day of Service since 
the holiday’s transformation in 
1994 with over 13,000 projects  
undertaken. The Office of Commu-
nity Outreach participated for the 
very first time as an entire office. 
 Last year, Community Service 
Days took the lead and held a spe-
cial day of service for its team lead-
ers at Lutz Children’s Museum in 
Manchester.   This year’s program 

took shape from this blueprint.  
 In some form, Community Out-
reach has taken part in this Day of 
Service for a number of years.   
 Chiefly organized by the Coordi-
nator of Community Service Days, 
Kate Perduta, this year’s efforts 
saw 55 C.O. student leaders serving  
over 225 hours at six different sites 
in the greater Storrs area.   
 As this was the first time this 
type of office-wide service day was 
attempted, these numbers hint at 
the tremendous success enjoyed by 
the initiative.  This can be directly 
attributed to the efforts of Perduta 
and others who worked tirelessly 
planning the event since the early 
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Considering that Project Academic Advance-

ment tutors a diverse range of age groups, this 
semester there will be more catered attention pro-
vided to the needs of the different age groups. 
Tutors will be recruited specifically to address 
these needs. 

By keeping in contact with many student 
groups ranging from improvisation groups to 
dance teams, members of PAA hope to increase 
students’ desire for higher education. The tutors 
do this  by exposing the students to these extra-
curricular activities. 

 

“…members of PAA hope to  
increase students’ desire for 

higher education by exposing the 
students to these extra-curricular 

activities.” 
 
PAA runs Monday through Friday from 2:30 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Monday through Wednesday are 
reserved for academic help, with snack and an 
activity daily.  We ask our tutors to create and pre-
sent at least one activity each semester.  

On Thursdays, UConn Nutrition comes to the 
center to introduce the students to healthier op-

 

PAA Tutors and students during a mummy wrapping contest 
on Halloween. 

November. 
 The second half of this Day of 
Service came in the form of a re-
flection dinner and training seminar 
led by myself, Coordinator of Spe-
cial Projects, and Kaitlyn Newman, 
the Advocacy Director.  An audience 
of about 70 student leaders heard 
the first installment of a semester-
long effort directed towards push-
ing each C.O. student leader to take 
a more active role in his or her com-
munity, nation, and world through 
advocacy. 
 By being exposed to a similar 
journey made by Dr. King, each stu-
dent leader learned more about  
 Please see, MARTIN, PAGE 5 



ess.  
Our group volunteered by giving food out to the commu-

nity, working at the soup kitchen, caring for animals taken in 
by them, and cleaning at the humane society, gutting 
homes, repainting buildings, cleaning up the community 
park. We focused on learning from each other and the resi-
dents who had returned and were willing to share their sto-
ries. 

 The community left an imprint on us and we will never 
forget it. We hope to spread the word and encourage others 
to help this beautiful community to rebuild.  

more about issues that affect women 
and children, and advocate for change 
at a legislative level. 
 
 How many people participated?How many people participated?How many people participated?How many people participated? 
 
12 (10 student participants, myself and 
Melissa Arroyo (the program director for 
student activities), and UConn staff 
member). 

 
What was your most What was your most What was your most What was your most 
memorable moment memorable moment memorable moment memorable moment 
during the trip?during the trip?during the trip?during the trip?    
    
I would say there were 
two.  One when we 
served food at So Oth-
ers Might Eat, a soup 
kitchen in DC.  The 
second was meeting 
face-to-face with Sena-
tor Dodd.  We got to 
travel in the under-
ground tunnel that 
connects the Rayburn 
Senate Office Build-

ing with the Capitol building! 
 
What did you like the best about your What did you like the best about your What did you like the best about your What did you like the best about your 
trip?trip?trip?trip?    
 
I really enjoyed the direct service we did, 
but I also learned so much from all of the 
different organizations we met with. 
Here's a list of a couple of the organiza-
tions: National Organization of Women 
(NOW), Women Empowered Against Do-
mestic Violence (WEAVE), Helping Individ-
ual Prostitutes Survive (HIPS), Metro 
Teen AIDS, and the Women's Collective. 
 
I also really loved getting to know every-
one who went!  Our group of volunteers 
was fantastic. 
 
What is unique about your trip?What is unique about your trip?What is unique about your trip?What is unique about your trip?    
 
I think what’s really unique about it is the 
opportunity we get to do some serious 
advocacy in our country’s capitol!  We 
met with Senator Dodd, and Representa-
tive Courtney’s staff and Rosa DeLauro’s 
staff. 

Trip Director, Helen Zincavage, was  
interviewed by Samantha Henry about 
her trip to Washington, DC.  
 
What was the purpose of your trip?What was the purpose of your trip?What was the purpose of your trip?What was the purpose of your trip?    
 
The theme of our alternative break was 
Women, Children and Political Action.  
The purpose of the trip was to serve 
families in the DC community, learn 
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By Madelyn Williams 
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Instead of spending the end of the January break in the 

cold, 58 UConn students and staff left Storrs, Conn. to travel 
by bus to Galveston, Texas. There, we found a community dev-
astated by a Hurricane Ike which struck in September of 
2008. 

Some of the damage was visible as we toured around the 
island but it was not until we entered the homes that we saw 
the full extent of the damage a hurricane can bring. We heard 
stories of the twelve-foot high water lines and saw the deso-
late streets of the downtown area.  

 

“The community left an imprint on us 
and we will never forget it. We hope to spread 
the word and encourage others to help this 

beautiful community to rebuild. “ 
 
 
With the island still in crisis, many people had not yet re-

turned and some were not planning to return, closing schools 
and affecting the already struggling economy.  

We stayed in a place devoted to housing volunteers, filled 
with wonderful people dedicated to help in the rebuilding proc-

The Washington, DC participants meet with Senator Dodd. 

The Galveston, Texas volunteers pose for a picture. 



Student leader spotlights are cho-
sen each month by the Community 
outreach Executive Board. Students 
are chosen based on superb com-
mitment, innovation, and attitude. 
Marie Hoyt, the Program Director of 
the Nathan Hale Homework Club, 
was chosen as November’s  
Student Leader Spotlight. 
 
How did you get involved with CO How did you get involved with CO How did you get involved with CO How did you get involved with CO 
and your program?and your program?and your program?and your program?    
    
I got involved with CO during my 
freshman year when my FYE class 
instructor directed me to the CO 
website. I was a participant for one 
year, and this is my first year as 
Program Director of the program. 
 
Why did you get involved?Why did you get involved?Why did you get involved?Why did you get involved?    
    
I got involved because I wanted to 

continue serving the community 
after high school. It makes me feel 
good knowing that my actions can 
positively impact middle school 
students’ school ethic and behav-
ior. 
 
Where and when does your pro-Where and when does your pro-Where and when does your pro-Where and when does your pro-
gram take place?gram take place?gram take place?gram take place?    
 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2-4 
p.m. at Capt. Nathan Hale Middle 
School in Coventry, CT. 
 
What has made your program suc-What has made your program suc-What has made your program suc-What has made your program suc-
cessful so far?cessful so far?cessful so far?cessful so far?    
    
The endless amounts of help and 
support from all the Community 
Outreach staff and volunteers has 
aided in the success of my pro-
gram, as well as the dedication 
from all the participants involved. 

 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Favorites:Favorites:Favorites:Favorites:    
    
Pizza toppingPizza toppingPizza toppingPizza topping: fresh tomato 
Vacation destinationVacation destinationVacation destinationVacation destination: Florida 
SuperheroSuperheroSuperheroSuperhero: Spiderman 
Lecture hallLecture hallLecture hallLecture hall: ITE C80 
InventionInventionInventionInvention: computer 
Quote: Quote: Quote: Quote: “Learn from yesterday, live 
for today, hope for tomorrow,” -
Albert Einstein 
Thing about Community OutreachThing about Community OutreachThing about Community OutreachThing about Community Outreach: 
The caring atmosphere and every-
one’s willingness to help.    
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that will reward one middle school student at the end 
of each week. The student who has worked the hard-
est and demonstrated outstanding behavior will be 
collectively chosen by the tutors. This will encourage 
other students to focus on completing their homework 
and improve their study habits because they will strive 
to earn the reward.  
 

“As the program director, I look forward to 
this semester and the opportunity to  

encourage academic progression and build 
an interpersonal connection with middle 

school students.” 
- Marie Hoyt 

 
 This program is unique because there is a sched-
uled activity time at the end of the day after home-
work is completed. Students and tutors participate in 
a multi-group activity, which enhances communica-
tion skills, cooperation, and group participation. The 
activities encourage interaction between students 
and tutors, so people skills are developed among the 
students.  
 The activity at the end of the tutoring session pro-
vides an opportunity for students to have fun and en-

joy their time in the program. Most importantly, the 
activity helps build the connection among the UConn 
tutors and middle school participants. 
 About twenty UConn students are involved in the 
Nathan Hale Homework Club, which takes place at 
Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School in Coventry, CT. Each 
UConn tutor is matched with groups of two to three 
middle school students. The students are able to work 
on their homework for approximately one hour on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
 The Nathan Hale Homework Club is a semester 
long program in the C.O’s Youth Development and Edu-
cation-Adolescents Community of Practice. This pro-
gram encourages academic involvement and progres-
sion in middle school students by enabling a positive 
and fun learning environment.  By encouraging stu-
dents to strive for academic achievement through im-
proving study skills and work habits, students can bet-
ter their education and become more successful in the 
future.  The program also targets the importance of 
social interaction between other students and tutors.  

 As the program director, I look forward to this se-

mester and the opportunity to encourage academic 

progression and build an interpersonal connection with 

middle school students. 

 

Marie Hoyt is the program director for Nathan Hale  

Homework Club. 

A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d  C o n n e c t i o n s  a t  N a t h a n  H a l e  A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d  C o n n e c t i o n s  a t  N a t h a n  H a l e  A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d  C o n n e c t i o n s  a t  N a t h a n  H a l e  A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d  C o n n e c t i o n s  a t  N a t h a n  H a l e  



Hunger BanquetHunger BanquetHunger BanquetHunger Banquet 
Global poverty and malnutrition are 2 of the biggest problems facing our world today. Come join us 
to get a first hand experience about how the richest, poorest, and everyone in between feel about 
where they stand on the economic ladder. Doors open at 7 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:30 
p.m. Seats are limited to the first 75 people so be there early and bring your friends!  
 
 
SWIPESWIPESWIPESWIPE----AAAA----MEALMEALMEALMEAL    
Every swipe counts! Swipe in a extra meal for The Hunger and Homelessness campaign. All you 
need to do is to donate a flex pass. In 2004, 24% of emergency food providers and 77% of emer-
gency shelter providers reported having to turn away requests from people in need, primarily due 
to a lack of resources. (National Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness, Communi-
ties in Crisis, 2004). 852 million people experience hunger worldwide; this represents 1 out of 6 
people worldwide. (Bread for the World Institute: Annual Hunger Report, 2005). One child dies 
every five seconds from hunger related causes, totaling 16,000 children each day. (Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations: State of Food Insecurity in the World, 2003). More More More More     
information information information information available at: https://www.connpirgstudents.org/storrs 
 
Huskython Huskython Huskython Huskython     
Join us as Uconn participates in this 18 hour dance marathon. Proceeds will benefit the Connecti-
cut Children’s Medical Center and the Children's Miracle Network. For more Information visit 
www.prlacc.uconn.edu 
Contact: Mayte Perez-Franco mayte.perez-franco@uconn.edu 
    
Careers of the Common Good Career FairCareers of the Common Good Career FairCareers of the Common Good Career FairCareers of the Common Good Career Fair    
The goal of this fair is to provide a forum where recruiters and students will discuss internships, volunteer 
opportunities, full-time, part time and summer employment with human service, non-profit organizations,  
public services agencies, or social change endeavors. Students will have a chance to network and find 
out what types of opportunities are available to them. Careers for the Common Good (CCG) fosters the 
pursuit of socially responsible career paths that positively affect the community and society at large. 
CCG is co-sponsored by the Department of Career Service, the Office of Community Outreach, and the 

Human Rights Institute. Contact: Jan Stephens 486-3013, janet.stephens@uconn.edu 

 
Recyclemania 2009!Recyclemania 2009!Recyclemania 2009!Recyclemania 2009!    
Recyclemania 2009 is here! Help UConn take home another title and become the 2009 Big East 
Recyclemaina Champions! REDUCE - REUSE - RECYCLE  
More information available at: www.ecohusky.uconn.edu 

H i g h l i g h t e d  F e b r u a r y  E v e n t sH i g h l i g h t e d  F e b r u a r y  E v e n t sH i g h l i g h t e d  F e b r u a r y  E v e n t sH i g h l i g h t e d  F e b r u a r y  E v e n t s     
C a m p u s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o   

s e r v i c e / s o c i a l  j u s t i c e s  
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February 17th 
7-9 p.m. @ SU Ballroom 
 
 
 
 
 
February 18th 
7 a.m.– 10p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 21st 
Greer Field House 
 
 
 
 
February 25th  
12-3:00  p.m. @ SU Ball-
room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 18th– March 
28th @ Storrs Campus 
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why he or she served that day, while 
also understanding how to take the 
next step in his or her own path to-
wards becoming a more engaged citi-
zen. 
 Thanks to the efforts of the many 
people involved, the Office of Commu-
nity Outreach was able to execute a 
very successful Day of Service in the 

spirit of Dr. King.  In doing so, C.O.  
displayed its continued dedication to 
the communities surrounding UConn 
and the development of its own stu-
dent leaders. 
 A special “thank you” goes out to 
everyone that was involved in the 
process of planning this day, and an-
other thank you goes out to all those 
student leaders who served. 
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Apply to be a Community Outreach Student Leader!Apply to be a Community Outreach Student Leader!Apply to be a Community Outreach Student Leader!Apply to be a Community Outreach Student Leader!    
Student leaders are an integral part to the success of Community Outreach programs. Student directors, coordinators, and site 
managers work together with program partners to plan and implement one-time, short-term, and regular community service 
and service-learning opportunities. As a student leader you will gain valuable leadership experience while working to serve the 
greater community! Apply today at volunteer.uconn.edu! Contact: Contact: Contact: Contact: uconn.co.selection@gmail.com 
 
Windham High School CAPT TutoringWindham High School CAPT TutoringWindham High School CAPT TutoringWindham High School CAPT Tutoring––––    New Program with Community Outreach!New Program with Community Outreach!New Program with Community Outreach!New Program with Community Outreach!    
Windham High School CAPT Tutoring aims to provide motivated Windham High School students in their sophomore year with 
test-taking skills necessary to ensure a score of proficiency on the Connecticut CAPT test using a curriculum engagement, nar-
row the achievement gap, and help their students reach their full academic potential. The program runs on a block schedule 
on Mondays from 7:45 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.  Contact Contact Contact Contact Marisa Ives at uconn.co.capt@gmail.com 
 
Annie E. Vinton School in Mansfield Annie E. Vinton School in Mansfield Annie E. Vinton School in Mansfield Annie E. Vinton School in Mansfield     
Interested in helping to support K-4 students develop in their literacy skills? Annie E. Vinton School in Mansfield is looking for 
volunteers with two hours a week who are interested in supporting reading and writing activities in classrooms during students’ 
language arts blocks.  Contact: Contact: Contact: Contact: Marcia Heneson, Literacy Coach, at henesonmd@mansfieldct.org 
 
Unite for Sight’s High Impact Volunteer Abroad OpportunitiesUnite for Sight’s High Impact Volunteer Abroad OpportunitiesUnite for Sight’s High Impact Volunteer Abroad OpportunitiesUnite for Sight’s High Impact Volunteer Abroad Opportunities    
Volunteer in Ghana, Honduras, or India in the winter, spring, or summer as part of a global problem solving and have the thrill 
of experiencing and contributing to change on the highest level. With the assistance of volunteers like you, Unite for Sight has 
restored sigh to 15,958 patients and provided eye care to 600,000 people. Unite For Sight welcomes volunteers who may not 
have previous health or eye care experience as well as volunteers who wish to participate as photographers and filmmakers.  
Contact: http://www.uniteforsight.org/volunteerContact: http://www.uniteforsight.org/volunteerContact: http://www.uniteforsight.org/volunteerContact: http://www.uniteforsight.org/volunteer----abroadabroadabroadabroad    
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VISIT US AT 

VOLUNTEER.UCONN.EDU! 

Office of Community Outreach Office of Community Outreach Office of Community Outreach Office of Community Outreach    
University of Connecticut University of Connecticut University of Connecticut University of Connecticut    
Department of Student Activities 
2110 Hillside Road, U-3008  
Storrs, CT  
06269-3008 
 
 FRS 312457 


